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 C: Beyond Headlines by Ayda Bashiri 

 The U.S. Department of State gives travel warnings with 4 levels. These warnings are based on things 
 like crime, sickness, and natural disasters. As of Summer 2024, the levels are: 

 ●  Level 1: Be Aware 
 Countries like Canada, Australia, Argen�na, and Senegal are at this level. 

 ●  Level 2: Be More Careful Than Usual 
 Countries like Peru, India, Italy, and the Philippines are at this level. 

 ●  Level 3: Think Before You Go 
 Countries like Guatemala, Nigeria, Pakistan, and Colombia are at Level 3. 

 ●  Level 4: Do Not Go 
 Countries like Iran, North Korea, Venezuela, and Sudan are at this level. 

 Level 1: New York City, USA 
 “That man said we are the most beau�ful women in the world,” my friend Bri�any said. I looked at him, 

 and he joyfully waved. 

 Level 2: Cusco, Peru 
 On November 23, 2022, the workers in many departments of Peru were on strike. The roads were 

 blocked, and we walked a lot. 
 "Bueños Tueños," my boyfriend Dus�n said, trying to say  Buenos Tardes.  I laughed, and so did a man 

 nearby. 

 Level 3: Tecpán, Guatemala 
 "I’m Eirene, from El Salvador," she said. "I want to prac�ce English. Can we get coffee?" 
 "I would love that!" We talked, and I made a friend. 

 Level 4: Esfahan, Iran 
 "Haggle!" Sirous said. 
 "How much is this charm?" I asked. 
 "100,000 Rial," said the shopkeeper. 
 “How about 65,000 Rial," Sirous smiled. I paid and took the charm. I saw the shopkeeper smiling and 

 shaking his head. 

 No ma�er what level a country is labeled, one thing is the same: people are kind. You should follow the 
 warnings, but even if countries have problems, the people are s�ll generous and curious. The world is full of 
 kindness, even in hard �mes. 


